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About 

Top Five Trust 
Top Five Trust is a registered public benefit organisation, reference number 930068246. 

The exclusive object of the trust is the advancement, preservation and promotion of the 
arts, culture and customs associated with oenology and viticulture in the Republic of 
South Africa in a non-profit manner, with altruistic or philanthropic intent. 

The trust focuses its resources on lifting the profile of South African Pinot Noir for the 
benefit of the general public. 

To achieve its objective, the trust organises the annual Mosaic Top 5 Pinot Noir Wine 
Awards. These awards identify five South African Pinot Noir red wines to serve as a 
benchmark for the development of distinctive South African Pinot Noir red wines and to 
illustrate the quality of South African Pinot Noir red wines to the world. 

www.top5.co.za │ info@top5.co.za 

Mosaic Family Office 
Mosaic Family Office is proud to recognise and support the climate, people, soil and the 
multitude of other factors that go into making the best Pinot Noir red wines in South 
Africa. 

Mosaic Family Office is the leading South African family office specialist and specialises 
in the establishment and maintenance of local and offshore financial inheritance 
structures that allow families to manage, protect and grow their wealth for current and 
future generations. Core competencies include administration, fiduciary, foreign 
exchange, investment management, philanthropy, structuring and taxation services. 

Mosaic Family Office is a registered financial services provider #46319. 

www.mosaic.co.za │ family.office@mosaic.co.za  



 

 

 

 

 

With 64 entries from 42 

different producers, the 

Mosaic Top 5 Pinot Noir 

Wine Awards is the most 

influential wine 

competition in support of 

South African Pinot Noir.  



 

 

 

 

 

The simple, pleasing sound of the 

pop of a cork is enough to 

announce the beginning of the 

happiest moment of daily life: the 

gathering of family and friends 

around the communal table. 

 

Robert Mondavi 
Pioneering American winemaker 
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Trustee repor t 

Introduction 
Top Five Trust is excited to announce the winners of the 2021 edition of the Mosaic Top 5 Pinot Noir 
Wine Awards. 

The dominance of Elgin and Walker Bay grapes continue to be apparent, with four of the top five 
winners crafted from vineyards located in those areas. However, wines made from grapes grown in the 
larger Cape South Coast region featured ever more prominently in the list of highest rated wines. It is 
with great excitement that we look forward to the continued development of this exciting cool climate 
area. 

Congratulations to all the winners and a sincere thank you for gifting us with these amazing bottles of 
joy! 

Judging process 
The judging process adheres to strict blind tasting standards as the wines are tasted over a preliminary 
and a final judging round. 

The judging panel consists of members made up of Cape Wine Masters, experienced sommeliers, 
industry professionals, Masters of Wine and qualified winemakers only. One panel member is 
appointed as chairperson. 

The judging panel for this year’s competition was: 

Chairperson 

Dr Winifred Bowman, CWM Cape Wine Master and renowned international wine judge 

Panel members 

Fiona McDonald Editor of Cheers Magazine and renowned international wine judge 

Gregory Mutambe Head sommelier at the Twelve Apostles Hotel 

Anton Swarts, CWM Cape Wine Master and senior winemaker at Spier Wines 
 

Sincerely, 

Board of Trustees of Top Five Trust  
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Chairperson repor t 
The second edition of the Mosaic Top 5 Pinot Noir Wine Awards, the exciting South African wine 
competition focusing exclusively on Pinot Noir, is proud to announce the top South African Pinot Noir 
red wines for 2021. 

Judging procedures were held on 3 August in Cape Town and saw 64 entries from 42 producers with 
wines from the 2013 to 2020 vintages inclusively. This exceeded our wildest expectations in this 
unusual year. The most entries were from the Walker Bay district (24), followed by Elgin (16), 
Stellenbosch (6) and the balance from Franschhoek, the larger Cape South Coast region, the Breede 
River Valley region, Ceres Plateau, and Durbanville. 

Burgundy is Pinot Noir and Pinot Noir is Burgundy. There are very few wine lovers that do not succumb 
to the lure and charm of this grape to be forever under its spell. Once hooked, there is no turning back! 
With its origin firmly in France, the “heartbreak grape” has slowly but surely made its mark in other 
parts of the world as well: the wines from Oregon, USA; Mornington Peninsula, Australia, Central Otago 
in New Zeeland and the San Antonio and Casablanca valleys in Chile. 

And now South Africa! Although Pinot Noir accounts for only 1.3% of the national vineyard (7th most 
planted red variety), we saw an improvement in the quality of the wines on the judging table. Worldwide 
Pinot Noir is the also 7th most planted red wine variety. The judges were unanimous in their view that 
improvements have taken place in where the vineyards are planted, the gentler handling of fruit in the 
cellar, the better application of oak to ensure the inherent perfume, fruit flavours and delicacy expected 
from quality Pinot Noir. These improvements were evident in the extremely low number of faulty wines. 

The 2019 vintage had the biggest representation, namely 23, followed by 2020 and 2018 with 15 each 
and the remainder spread among the other vintages. The panel was most impressed by the 2020 and 
2019 vintages, noticing the knock-on effect of the drought in the 2017 and 2018 examples in some 
cases. 

The production area that triumphed were Walker Bay, with three of the top five wines from this district. 
This confirms the quality of the Pinot Noir grapes produced in this part of the Western Cape. The class 
and influence of the winemaker remains ever-present, as all top five wines were made by winemakers 
who featured in the top five in 2020. 

Finally, I would like to thank the judging panel for their rigour and commitment, Mrs Celia Gilloway for 
the professional way she conducted the competition, the South African Pinot Noir Association, and the 
Top Five Trust. 

Congratulations to all the winners! 

 

Dr. Winifred Bowman, CWM 

Chairperson of the judging panel  
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Mosaic Top 5 Winners 
(In alphabetical order) 

The 2021 top five South African Pinot Noir wines are: 

 

Benguela Cove 
Vinography Pinot Noir 
2019 

 

 

Elgin Vintners 
Pinot Noir 
2020 

 

 

La Vierge Wines 
La Vierge Noir 
2017 

 

 

Richard Kershaw Wines 
The Smuggler's Boot Pinot Noir 
2019 

 

 

The Brew Cru 
Black Label Pinot Noir 
2019 
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Medals of Excellence 
(In alphabetical order) 

Wines that score 90 or more points, but do not make it into the top 
five, are celebrated with a 90+ award. 

The 2021 90+ South African Pinot Noir red wines are: 

Benguela Cove Estate Pinot Noir 2020 

Bosman Family Vineyards Magnum Opus Pinot Noir 2018 

Bouchard Finlayson Tetê de Cuvée Pinot Noir 2019 

De Grendel Wines Op die Berg Pinot Noir 2019 

Ghost Corner Pinot Noir 2019 

Iona Vineyards Elgin Highlands Pinot Noir 2018 

Lothian Vineyards Pinot Noir Vineyard Selection 2019 

Lothian Vineyards Pinot Noir Vineyard Selection 2020 

Ntida Pinot Noir 2020 

Paul Cluver Wines Estate Pinot Noir 2020 

The Brew Cru Pinot Noir 2020 
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